
Home Health 
and Hosparus

These guidelines will help identify how and when patients can benefit from both home health and 
hospice services. They are general guidelines only.  If you think a patient could benefit from our services, 
please call.  

When should I call to make a Hosparus referral?
•	 When a patient is expected to survive six months or less if the disease follows its normal course.
•	 When curative treatment is no longer an option or has been declined by a patient.
•	 A patient’s primary need is for comfort care and symptom management.

What distinguishes Hosparus from typical home health services?
•	 Hosparus provides end-of-life education.
•	 Hosparus provides bereavement counseling for patients and families.
•	 Hosparus provides spiritual and caregiver support services (e.g., chaplain and respite care).
•	 Hosparus pays for medications and equipment related to hospice diagnosis that are included in the 

hospice plan of care.
•	 Hosparus does not require patients to be home bound.

Will Medicare cover home health and hospice in the home at the same time?
Yes, provided that:
•	 Documentation in both the home health and hospice medical records clearly shows that the terminal 

diagnosis is not related to the illness/injury for which home health care is necessary.
•	 Example:  A woman in hospice care for end-stage heart disease trips over the family pet and breaks 

her hip.  Her physician orders home-based physical therapy for the hip fracture that is unrelated to the 
hospice terminal diagnosis.  Under these conditions, Medicare would cover both hospice and home 
health services in the home at the same time.

Does Hosparus ever discharge patients?  
Hosparus discharges a patient if:
•	 The physician determines that the patient no longer has a life expectancy of six months or less 

because disease progression has slowed dramatically or is in remission.  
•	 Patient moves to an area not served by Hosparus.
•	 Patient has decided to pursue curative care.  
•	 Home is no longer safe for the patient or others who care for the patient.

What happens if patient is not appropriate for Hosparus services?
•	 If the patient is not appropriate, he/she will be referred to an appropriate service provider.

12-8-2010

HOSPARUS–LOUISVILLE
3532 Ephraim McDowell Dr. 

Louisville KY 40205
502-719-4210 · 800-264-0521

Fax 502-458-2246

HOSPARUS–SOUTHERN INDIANA
624 East Market St.

New Albany IN 47150
812-945-4596 · 800-895-5633

Fax 812-945-4733

HOSPARUS–CENTRAL KENTUCKY
105 Diecks Dr.

Elizabethtown KY 42702 
270-737-6300 · 800-686-9577

Fax 270-737-4053

HOSPARUS–BARREN RIVER
101 Riverwood Ave  Suite B

Bowling Green KY 42103 
270-782-7258 · 877-892-5858

Fax 270-901-0843

A non-profit hospice organization  •  www.hosparus.org



A non-profit hospice organization

1-800-264-0521

•	 Palliative Care
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